
Comparison/Contrast 
between 
Sunni/Shi'a/Ibadi

Who Can be the Amir of the 
Muslims?

Only an Arab descendant of the 
Prophet's Family-Shi'a affirm

Only an Arab descendant from the 
Qureshi tribe-Sunni affirm

Any Muslim of any ethnicity can 
lead the Muslims-Ibadi affirm



Who were the early Caliphs/Amirs of the Muslims?

Abu Bakr As Saddiq –Sunni & Ibadi Affirm. Shi'a deny.

Umar Ibn Al Khattab-Sunni & Ibadi Affirm. Shi'a deny.

Uthman ibn Affan-Sunni & Ibadi Affirm. Shi'a deny.

Ali Ibn Abu Talib- Proto Sunni deny*, Ibadi and Shi'a 
affirm.

Abdullah ibn Wahb Al-Rasibi Al-Azdi –Sunni, Shi'a deny. 
Ibadi affirm

*Latter Sunni authorities recognize Ali has the fourth 
Caliph



Can the companions commit acts of injustice?

Sunni deny any companion - descendant of the 
Prophet or not can commit acts of injustice.

Ibadi affirm any companion - descendant of the 
Prophet or not can commit acts of injustice.

Shi'a affirm any companion who is not a 
descendant of the Prophet can commit acts of 
injustice.



Can the 
companions 
be mistaken 
in their 
ijtihad?

• Sunni allow for the companions to be 
mistaken in their ijtihad with the exception 
of those who differed with Ali at 
Siffin. Those companions were 
anathematized.

• Shi'a allow for the companions to be 
mistaken in their ijtihad with the exception 
of Ali, and his descendants.

• Ibadi allow for the companions to be 
mistaken in their ijthad.



The 
Battle of 
Siffin. Who 
was in the 
right?

Proto Sunni* believe that Ali was wrong and possibly 
complicit in the killing of Uthman ibn Affan.

Shi'a and Ibadi believe that Ali was the immediate 
legitimate caliph of the Muslims.

Ibadi believe that Ali was the immediate legitimate 
fourth caliph of the Muslims.

Proto Sunni believe that Muaviya was now the 
legitimate caliph of the Muslims.

Ibadi and Shi'a believe that Muaviya was unjust to 
prosecute a war against Ali.

*Latter Sunni adopted the view that Ali had nothing to 
do with the murder of Uthman. It was a third party.



Battle of 
Siffin. 
Arbitration. 
Was it 
correct?

Sunni have conflicting narratives. A) Ali was 
against arbitration but was duped into it. B) Ali 
was for all arbitration.

Shi'a have conflicting narratives. A) Ali was 
against arbitration but was duped into it*. B) Ali 
was for arbitration all along.

Ibadi have one narrative. Ali was for the 
arbitration and his senior companions and 
advisors were dead set against it.

*Shi'a will not use the word 'duped' because 
it goes against the idea that Ali could make an 
error in ijtihad.



Aftermath of 
Siffin: Ibn 
Abbas.

Sunni affirm that Ibn Abbas was 
successful in proving Ali's case 
against the proto-Ibadi.

Shi'a affirm that Ibn Abbas was 
successful in proving Ali's case 
against the proto-Ibadi.

Ibadi affirm that Ibn Abbas was in 
agreement that the proto-Ibadi 
community had a strong position.



The 
Slaughter at 
Nahrawan

Sunni narrative: The Sahabah who differed with 
Ali at Siffin were alleged to unjustly killed 
someone.

Shi'a narrative. The Shi'a who differed with Ali 
at Siffin were al alleged to unjustly killed 
someone

Ibadi narrative. Those Shi'a who left Ali over his 
decision at Siffin after abdicating the Caliphate 
went to Nahrawan. Ali and his advisors saw 
them as the bigger threat. Ali and his forces 
slaughtered many of the people at Nahrawan



Aftermath 
of Nahrawan

• Ibn Abbas (r.a) was on the front lines with Ali (r.a) fighting 
Talha and Zubair at Basra. He was with Ali (r.a) fighting 
against Mu’awiya and Amru bin Al-As at Siffin. HOWEVER, 
he WAS NOT with Ali (r.a) in his campaign against the 
people of Nahrawan!

• Ibn Abbas (r.a) clashes with Ali. “If my act of taking money 
was wrong, that could be easier for me than taking part in 
shedding the blood of a believer.”

• Source: (Al Qalhati, Al Kashf Vol. 2, p. 251. Ibn Abdi Rabih, 
Al ’Iqdu Al-Farid Vol. 4, p. 331. Both narratives of Ibn Abbas 
have been quoted from Al-Sabi’i’s, “Al Khawarij Wa Al 
Haqiqatul Ghaiba”

• The slaughter of Ali's former Shi'a allies and pious Qur'an 
readers undermined Ali's position as Caliph.

• Many of Ali's supporters appalled by what they saw at 
Nahrawan further abandoned Ali.



The 
Death of Ali 
& Motive

Who killed Ali ibn Abu Talib?

• Sunni narrative. Ali was killed by one of the Salaaf Us Salih: Abdul 
Rahman Ibn Muljam

• Shi'a narrative. Ali was killed by a former Shi'a: Abdul Rahman Ibn 
Muljam.

• Ibadi narrative. Ali was killed by Abdul Rahman Ibn Muljam.

Motive for the killing of Ali Ibn Abu Talib

Sunni narrative: Part of a much larger conspiracy to destabilize the 
region.

Shi'a narrative: Wanted revenge for Nahrawan.

Ibadi narrative: Revenge for the orphans and widows who's father's 
and husbands that were slaughtered by Ali's forces.

Ibadi narrative: Possible Umayyad collaborator.


